
The Count Gyula Andrássy Jr. Foundation has the honour to invite you
to an international commemorative conference marking

THE 350TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF
FERENC II RÁKÓCZI 

PROGRAMME:

09:00 Registration

09:30 Opening remarks by Dr. Erika Szeiler, Chair, Board of Trustees, Count Gyula  
Andrássy Jr. Foundation

WELCOME ADDRESSES:
•	Dr. Vanda Lamm, Full Member and Vice-President for the Social Sciences, MTA /  

Hungarian Academy of Sciences
•	Tibor Berta, Catholic Military Bishop, Brigadier General
•	János Jákob, retired Protestant Military Bishop, Brigadier General
•	Dr. Gábor Richly, historian, General Secretary, MMA / Hungarian Academy of Arts

MUSICAL WELCOME: Selected movements from George Frideric Handel’s Water 
Music, performed by the Saygun Quartet. Members of the string quartet:
•	Dr. habil. Márta Ábrahám, violinist, recipient of the László Lajtha Prize, and faculty 

member at the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music
•	Alíz Gál-Szabó, violinist
•	Mevsim Engin, violist
•	Dr. Barnabás Baranyai, cellist

Accompanying projection: Munkács Castle documentary, courtesy of TV21 Ungvár 
(KMKSZ / Cultural Association of Hungarians in Transcarpathia)

10:15–12:15 MORNING SESSION

•	Dr. habil. Gábor Várkonyi (historian, associate professor, and head of department, 
ELTE): Family Legacy: The Birth of a Central European Dynasty

•	Dr. habil. Judit Balogh (historian, professor, Institute of History, Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences, EKKE / Eszterházy Károly Catholic University): The Marriage 
Strategy of the Rákóczis: Strong Women in the Dynasty

•	Dr. János Kalmár (historian, professor): Rákóczi’s War of Independence: Public-Law 
Status and Foreign Policy Objectives

•	Dr. Gábor Sipos (professor emeritus, Babeș–Bolyai University, and member of the 
Transylvanian Museum Society, Romania): Ferenc II Rákóczi, the Last Prince of 
Transylvania

•	Dr. Zoltán Péter Bagi (historian, director, GyMJVL / Archives of the City of Győr): The 
Military Art of the Rákóczi War of Independence

•	Dr. Péter Kónya (professor, rector, PU / University of Prešov, Slovakia): The Religious 
Question in Rákóczi’s War of Independence

12:15–12:50 STANDING BUFFET LUNCHEON

12:50–13:00 Musical interlude: Johann Heinrich Schmelzer’s Fechtschule, performed by 
the Saygun Quartet

13:00–14:20 AFTERNOON SESSION (PART I)

•	Dr. Barna Mezey (legal historian, professor, Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences): The Legal Policy of Ferenc II Rákóczi

•	Dr. Władysław Pęksa (legal historian, assistant professor and lecturer, UEK /  Cracow 
University of Economics, Poland): The Polish Model of Confederation in the Rákóczi 
Era: A Framework for Political Action and the Struggle for Independence

•	Dr. Ferenc Tóth (historian, research adviser, Institute of History, ELTE Research  
Centre for the Humanities): Ferenc II Rákóczi’s Exile from the Court of Louis XIV to 
the Ottoman Empire

•	Gábor Tüskés (literary historian, professor emeritus):  
The Staging of the Self in the Confessio peccatoris

14:20–14:40 Musical interlude: Nikolaus Scholl’s Rákóczi March, arranged by Géza 
Allaga, performed by the Saygun Quartet

Accompanying projection: Béla Zsitkovszky’s newsreel on the repatriation of the remains of 
Ferenc II Rákóczi, from the Hungarian National Film Archive. Courtesy of the NFI / National 
Film Institute, with an introduction by György Ráduly, Director, NFI / National Film Institute

14:40–16:15 AFTERNOON SESSION (PART II)

•	Csaba Katona (historian, communications coordinator, MNL OL / National Archives of 
Hungary – State Archives of Hungary): The Repatriation of the Remains of Ferenc II Rákóczi: 
The Role of Count Gyula Andrássy Jr. and Eleonóra Zichy in Sustaining the Rákóczi Cult

•	Dr. Gábor Fodor (historian, research fellow, head of the Ottoman Studies Research 
Group, Institute of History, ELTE Research Centre for the Humanities): Ferenc II 
Rákóczi’s Footprints in Turkey and Europe: Memory Politics and the Public Sphere

•	Dr. Orgona Angelika (historian, senior curator, MNM / Hungarian National Museum, 
HUN-REN Hungarian Research Network, Noble Emigration and Memory Research 
Group): Relics and Depictions of Ferenc II Rákóczi

•	Dr. Zsombor Nagy (cultural historian, MMA / Hungarian Academy of Arts, Director of 
the Pesti Vigadó): The Rákóczi Castle at Borsi, Birthplace of Ferenc II Rákóczi:  
Lessons from a Trilingual Interactive Exhibition on Cultural History

16:15 Closing remarks: Prof. Dr. Róbert Hermann, Széchenyi Prize-winning historian, 
professor

Venue: Ceremonial Hall, Hungarian Academy of Sciences (1051 Budapest, Széchenyi István tér 9.) 

Date: 10 April 2026

Please confirm your attendance by 3 April 2026, using the contact details below:
alapitvany@ifjgrofandrassygyulaalapitvany.org

Moderators: Csaba Katona (historian, communications coordinator,
MNL OL / National Archives of Hungary – State Archives of Hungary)

Dr. habil. Gábor Várkonyi (historian, associate professor, and head of department, ELTE)

The conference is held with the support of the following institutions:


